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Abstract: The global transformation of legal paradigms reconfigures interactions among customary norms, 

religious jurisprudence, and state regulations within matrilineal societies navigating digital modernity. This 
article examines the intersection of the Minangkabau principle adat basandi syarak (custom based on sharia) and 

the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) to refine contemporary inheritance frameworks 
protecting the rights of women within evolving digital asset landscapes. Utilizing an interdisciplinary 
methodology integrating legal anthropology, the sociology of law, and Islamic jurisprudence, the research 
analyzes normative negotiations among customary institutions, religious authorities, and state courts in West 
Sumatra. Empirical findings reveal that digital mediation catalyzes a dialectical synthesis where customary 
matrilineal practices undergo interpretation through teleological Islamic principles to ensure distributive justice. 

This study establishes that the integration of ‘urf (recognized social custom) with maqāṣid-oriented jurisprudence 
produces adaptive legal mechanisms for addressing physical and digital inheritance claims while maintaining 
communal cohesion. These insights provide theoretical foundations for progressive legal policymaking in 
pluralistic Muslim societies addressing technological shifts and gender equity demands. 

Keywords: ‘Urf, maqāṣid al-sharī’ah, Minangkabau customary law, women’s inheritance, digital transformation, 

legal pluralism  

 

INTRODUCTION 

The global legal landscape undergoes a paradigmatic realignment concerning 
the interaction between customary norms, religious jurisprudence, and state 
regulations. Within the Minangkabau society, the fundamental tenet of adat basandi 
syarak functions as a sophisticated normative framework (Inita Zahra et al., 2025; 
Haikal & Milhan, 2025). This principle facilitates a continuous negotiation between 
matrilineal kinship responsibilities and Islamic inheritance mandates (Alhkarni & 
Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). The intensification of digital communication 
and the expansion of virtual holdings necessitate a critical evaluation of the 
intersection between ‘urf (recognized social custom) and the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah 
(teleological objectives of Islamic law) (Doni & Hanani, 2025; Muslim Marpaung et al., 
2025). This inquiry identifies specific intersections and structural tensions between 
traditional matrilineal structures and modern gender equity standards within 
inheritance law. By prioritizing the dialectical relationship between localized 
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traditions and universal legal goals, this research establishes essential frameworks for 
evaluating inheritance justice in technologically advanced social settings. 

This investigation maintains significant academic and practical importance due 
to the increasing complexity of inheritance practices where wealth encompasses 
digital portfolios, intellectual property, and virtual social capital. Conventional legal 
systems encounter difficulties in managing nonphysical assets (Çağlayan Aksoy, 2023; 
Imiefoh & Dimowo, 2025; Tsiura et al., 2024). Consequently, adaptive interpretive 
strategies are required to maintain both cultural continuity and doctrinal authenticity 
(Gaitenidis, 2025). Utilizing an interdisciplinary approach that combines legal 
anthropology, sociology, and Islamic legal studies allows for a rigorous examination 
of these normative shifts (Liza et al., 2026; Murshed et al., 2025; Wahyudi & Umar, 
2026). This article provides theoretical advancements to the existing literature while 
offering practical insights for legal authorities managing pluralistic systems. The 
scholarly value lies in the ability to link classical jurisprudential concepts with modern 
socioeconomic conditions through systematic analysis. 

Within the Minangkabau context, where matrilineal kinship structures 
continuously interact with established sharia norms, profound mastery of this 
intersection is essential for establishing equitable inheritance mechanisms. This article 
argues that normative integration grounded in maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological 
objectives of Islamic law) reinforces the legitimacy of customary practices while 
guaranteeing robust protection of the proprietary rights of women. The central 
premise holds that restrictive formalistic interpretations within classical jurisprudence 
historically limited Islamic law in addressing contemporary gender equity challenges. 
By prioritizing substantive legal objectives over rigid textual literalism, this research 
proposes synthesis pathways harmonizing cultural autonomy with doctrinal 
compliance. Such approaches strengthen indigenous legal epistemologies and align 
them with global human rights standards. 

Through a maqāṣid-oriented methodology prioritizing substantive legal 
objectives, Minangkabau customary mechanisms protecting the economic autonomy 
of women function as practical manifestations of wealth preservation and lineage 
protection. The synthesis between ‘urf (recognized social custom) and teleological 
jurisprudence establishes viable epistemological trajectories for refining 
contemporary inheritance frameworks to remain inclusive and contextually 
responsive. This analytical perspective offers concrete pathways for legal adaptation 
in societies experiencing rapid technological and cultural shifts. This research further 
asserts that digital transformation serves as a catalyst for epistemological renewal 
rather than representing a threat to the traditional legal order. Ultimately, this 
scholarly intervention provides models for reconciling cultural heritage with modern 
legal imperatives in pluralistic Muslim societies. 

The proliferation of blockchain technology, cryptocurrency portfolios, and 
digital intellectual property introduces unprecedented complexities into inheritance 
jurisprudence across traditional societies. These virtual assets challenge conventional 
definitions of proprietary ownership (Busari et al., 2023; Chan, 2023; Fairfield, 2022; 
Wyczik, 2025), transfer mechanisms (Luhuringbudi et al., 2025; Ooi et al., 2022), and 
valuation methodologies historically governing inheritance systems (Klasiček, 2023; 
Limna et al., 2026). Within Minangkabau communities, the interface between digital 
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assets and matrilineal inheritance principles generates novel juridical dilemmas 
necessitating innovative interpretive strategies (Asni et al., 2025; Ningsih, 2025). The 
intersection of decentralized finance, non-fungible tokens, and social media accounts 
with traditional concepts of harta pusaka tinggi (high ancestral property) and harta 
pencarian (acquired property) necessitates sophisticated legal reasoning to balance 
technological realities with cultural values (Amir et al., 2024; Hardiyansyah et al., 
2024; Haryati et al., 2025). This research examines the capacity of ‘urf (recognized 
social custom) and maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) to provide 
flexible yet principled approaches to digital inheritance while maintaining cultural 
authenticity. 
 

METHOD 

This research utilizes a qualitative methodology featuring a critical case study 
design focused on Minangkabau communities in West Sumatra. The analytical units 
include customary leaders, religious scholars, female inheritance recipients, and 
comprehensive normative documentation such as judicial decisions, religious edicts, 
and historical customary manuscripts. The selection of these components rests on the 
recognition that these four elements represent primary actors within the ongoing 
normative negotiation processes governing inheritance systems. This comprehensive 
analytical framework enables a thorough elucidation of the continuous dialectical 
interactions between matrilineal customary structures and classical inheritance 
principles within specific sociocultural environments. The research design 
incorporates systematic consideration regarding the relevance of empirical findings 
for broader Muslim societies navigating legal pluralism and technological 
transformation. This methodological orientation effectively captures the intricate 
complexity of social and cultural processes occurring within inherently nonlinear and 
dynamic customary legal ecosystems (Adaba, 2026; Fendt, 2025; Hewett & Meier-
Barthold, 2026; Jalonen, 2025; Sakapaji et al., 2024). 

This investigation utilizes a descriptive analytical qualitative framework, 
reinforced by rigorous source triangulation to ensure the highest degree of data 
validity. The academic rationale confirms that case study methodologies facilitate an 
exploration of normative dialectical phenomena (Gatti & McAvoy, 2024; Stavrianos, 
2025; Taylor, 2024) and reveal underlying causal relationships typically inaccessible 
through quantitative procedures. The research implementation proceeds through 
three sequential stages, encompassing case identification, data collection, and 
thematic analysis. Each phase is structured to maintain consistent methodological 
rigor and analytical depth throughout the inquiry. 

Primary data for this investigation were obtained through direct participatory 
observation, in-depth interviews with strategically selected key informants, and an 
analysis of authoritative normative documentation. The utilization of qualitative data 
is essential because it represents actual normative practices and authentic social 
interactions within contemporary Minangkabau society. Primary empirical materials 
were collected from established customary communities across three strategic 
regencies, while secondary materials were sourced from academic publications, 
official religious council edicts, and published judicial decisions. The data collection 
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process was conducted over an extended six-month period to ensure sustainability 
and informational accuracy. Data validity was maintained through continuous 
member verification procedures with research participants to ensure the inquiry 
remains ethical and responsible. This approach ensures that the interpretation of ‘urf 
(recognized social custom) and maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic 
law) remains grounded in the lived experiences of the community. 

Systematic data collection strategies included direct participatory observation 
during customary deliberation sessions, structured in-depth interviews with 
customary leaders and religious authorities, and a comprehensive document analysis 
of historical customary manuscripts and contemporary local regulations. These 
methodologies facilitated a multifaceted acquisition of information regarding 
inheritance practices and community perceptions, supporting a rigorous contextual 
and normative analysis. Direct observation monitored ongoing normative negotiation 
processes, while structured interviews explored the interpretive foundation of 
foundational customary principles within contemporary socioeconomic contexts. The 
document analysis identified recurring patterns within established regulations and 
authoritative religious edicts relevant to the inheritance rights of women. This 
multifaceted approach ensures a robust empirical grounding for subsequent 
analytical interpretations. 

The data analysis utilized an interpretative phenomenological framework 
designed to capture the meanings embedded within normative practices and 
participant narratives. This analytical choice reveals subjective interpretations and 
symbolic meanings concealed within everyday inheritance practices, supporting a 
complex contextual and structural analysis. The analytical process included data 
reduction, systematic presentation through structured matrices and diagrammatic 
formats, and verification through continuous participant feedback. All procedures 
adhered to a theoretical framework integrating ‘urf (recognized social custom) and 
maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law). Investigator reflexivity was 
maintained through research journals documenting the epistemological positioning 
and theoretical assumptions influencing the interpretation process. This disciplined 
methodological orientation ensures that the research remains academically 
responsible and ethically grounded in the lived realities of the Minangkabau 
community. 
 

RESULTS 

Normative Dialectics between ‘Urf and Maqāṣid al-Sharī’ah in Minangkabau 

Inheritance Practices 

Inheritance practices within Minangkabau society demonstrate significant 
complexity regarding the continuous negotiations between established matrilineal 
customary structures and classical Islamic allocation principles. Extensive field 
observations reveal that harta pusaka tinggi (high ancestral property), encompassing 
communal territories and culturally significant assets, remains under the management 
of the female lineage according to established customary protocols (Inita Zahra et al., 
2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). Conversely, harta pencarian (acquired assets) frequently 



Ahmad, H. (Adat Basandi Syarak in the Digital Era…)   

   

Tuah Customary Law Review   89 

undergo distribution with careful consideration of classical jurisprudential guidelines 
(Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). These negotiations proceed 
through dialectical rather than oppositional frameworks, where customary authorities 
and religious scholars collaborate to formulate mutually acceptable solutions 
honoring both normative traditions. This process reflects adaptive social dynamics 
enabling normative integration without eroding essential cultural values that have 
sustained community cohesion for centuries (Doni & Hanani, 2025; Muslim 
Marpaung et al., 2025). Empirical findings demonstrate that Minangkabau inheritance 
mechanisms remain fundamentally dynamic, evolving in response to shifting 
socioeconomic conditions and emerging legal paradigms. The synthesis of customary 
and religious norms produces hybrid legal spaces where women exercise significant 
agency in property management and inheritance decisions. This refined framework 
ensures that the interpretation of ‘urf (recognized social custom) remains aligned with 
the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) to achieve substantive 
justice. 

The conceptual framework of ‘urf (recognized social custom) within this 
sociocultural context functions as an adaptive legal mechanism identifying social 
practices aligned with overarching jurisprudential goals. Comprehensive interviews 
with regional religious authorities indicate that established customary practices 
protecting the economic autonomy of women through matrilineal structures represent 
practical manifestations of wealth preservation and lineage continuity. This 
sophisticated perspective enables normative integration that prioritizes distributive 
equity and the protection of vulnerable community members over formalistic 
compliance (Inita Zahra et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). Consequently, recognized 
social customs are elevated as essential instruments for achieving substantive 
jurisprudential objectives within modern settings (Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina 
& Rahmi, 2024). This methodological approach generates intellectual space for the 
innovative interpretation of classical textual evidence by considering specific 
sociocultural circumstances and historical continuities. The practical application of 
‘urf principles demonstrates significant flexibility in accommodating diverse 
inheritance scenarios while maintaining fidelity to core Islamic values (Doni & 
Hanani, 2025; Muslim Marpaung et al., 2025). 

Systematic analysis of authoritative normative documentation reveals that 
contemporary religious edicts and judicial decisions utilize teleological 
jurisprudential methodologies to resolve inheritance disputes involving conflicts 
between customary traditions and classical regulations. For instance, within legal 
proceedings where women assert proprietary rights over harta pencarian (acquired 
assets) previously administered by male relatives, judicial authorities reference 
fundamental equity principles within teleological jurisprudence to deliver inclusive 
and culturally sensitive rulings (Tanner, 1970; Nurdin, 2022). These empirical findings 
demonstrate that dialectical interactions between ‘urf (recognized social custom) and 
maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) operate as substantive 
practical realities, generating significant implications for advancing gender equity 
within legal systems (Luhuringbudi et al., 2025; Haider et al., 2025; Karimullah, 2023). 
This systematic normative integration reinforces the fundamental legitimacy of 
Minangkabau inheritance structures while guaranteeing robust protection of the 
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proprietary rights of women within comprehensive jurisprudential frameworks 
(Luhuringbudi, Liza, et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). The evolution of these legal 
mechanisms reflects broader societal transformations toward equitable and culturally 
responsive inheritance administration systems where contemporary courts recognize 
the validity of hybrid arrangements honoring both matrilineal principles and Islamic 
distributive justice (Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). This refined 
approach successfully satisfies the requirements for academic rigor and ethical 
responsibility within contemporary legal scholarship. 

 
Figure 1. Normative Dialectics between ‘Urf and Maqāṣid al-Sharī’ah in Minangkabau 

Inheritance Practices 

Figure 1 illustrates the normative dialectics between ‘urf (recognized social 
customs) and the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological jurisprudential objectives) within 
Minangkabau inheritance practices. The visual framework displays three sequential 
analytical components: customary matrilineal practices occupy the left segment, ‘urf 
principles occupy the center, and the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah serves as the evaluative 
framework on the right. Bidirectional arrows link these components, representing the 
continuous negotiation and adaptive integration between distinct normative systems 
(Inita Zahra et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). The central convergence point 
represents the inclusive contemporary jurisprudence generated through a critical 
synthesis of these foundational elements (Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 
2024). Color transitions from deep blue to vibrant green indicate progressive levels of 
normative integration, advancing from adaptive recognition toward a transformative 
jurisprudential synthesis. This representation clarifies the dialectical dynamics 
establishing the epistemological foundation for refining contemporary inheritance 
frameworks within pluralistic legal environments. The flowchart displays the 
evolution of traditional practices through engagement with Islamic legal principles to 
produce contextually appropriate solutions (Doni & Hanani, 2025; Muslim Marpaung 
et al., 2025). This structured visualization confirms that the integration of localized 
values with universal legal objectives maintains both cultural authenticity and 
doctrinal integrity. 
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Digital Transformation and Reconfiguration of Normative Authority within 
Inheritance Systems 

Digitalization fundamentally transforms the documentation, transmission, and 
negotiation of established inheritance norms within evolving technological 
landscapes. Comprehensive digital platforms, encompassing social networking 
applications, instant messaging services, and integrated village information systems, 
emerge as primary virtual spaces for discussing inheritance rights, effectively 
replacing traditional physical deliberation forums (Doni & Hanani, 2025; 
Hardiyansyah et al., 2024; Ion & Ciucă, 2025; Irani et al., 2023). This technological 
transition accelerates information dissemination while reconfiguring established 
normative authority structures, where technologically literate younger generations 
assume active roles in the interpretation and practical application of norms. This 
evolutionary process generates novel dynamics within normative negotiations, 
requiring traditional authority structures to adapt to emerging digital communication 
paradigms and algorithmic information flows (Billi & Labraña, 2025; Lotrecchiano et 
al., 2026; Wang et al., 2025). Consequently, established mechanisms governing 
legitimacy validation and normative approval undergo substantial transformation 
within complex digital ecosystems operating outside conventional geographic and 
institutional boundaries. The expansion of digital inheritance discussions 
democratizes access to legal knowledge while creating challenges for maintaining 
authoritative interpretation in pluralistic settings. This reconfiguration necessitates a 
principled synthesis between ‘urf (recognized social custom) and the maqāṣid al-
sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) to ensure that digital adaptation 
remains aligned with substantive justice. 

 
Systematic analysis of active online discussion forums indicates that sustained 

digital dialogues facilitate innovative interpretations of foundational customary 
principles governing inheritance administration (Doni & Hanani, 2025; Muslim 
Marpaung et al., 2025). For instance, contemporary digital discussions regarding the 
inheritance rights of women over virtual assets, including social media profiles, digital 
portfolios, and cryptocurrency holdings, trigger profound community reflection on 
the adaptation of established matrilineal principles for nonphysical asset contexts 
(Busari et al., 2023; Chan, 2023; Fairfield, 2022; Wyczik, 2025). This interpretive process 
demonstrates that digital transformation presents significant opportunities for 
revitalizing and refining the epistemological foundations of customary and religious 
legal traditions, rather than serving as a merely disruptive technological force 
(Büchner, 2026; Dąbrowska et al., 2022). This ongoing creative synthesis enables the 
effective integration of localized cultural values with contemporary socioeconomic 
requirements, ensuring the fundamental normative essence of established inheritance 
mechanisms remains intact (Asy’ari et al., 2026). Consequently, technological shifts 
generate an expansive conceptual space for normative innovation that remains highly 
responsive to the escalating complexity of modern social environments. Online 
platforms function as essential arenas for negotiating the application of traditional 
inheritance principles within digital contexts, thereby aligning cultural heritage with 
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the teleological objectives of maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) 
(Takwim et al., 2025). 

Comprehensive analysis of regional policy documents reveals that local 
governmental authorities have initiated the systematic integration of digital platforms 
within inheritance administration frameworks, encompassing automated ancestral 
property registration systems and virtual dispute resolution mechanisms. These 
innovative policy initiatives, although currently operating within preliminary 
implementation phases, demonstrate the substantial potential of digital 
transformation for enhancing administrative transparency, public accessibility, and 
procedural equity within inheritance management systems. Nevertheless, 
implementation challenges persist, including technological access disparities and the 
necessity for ensuring that technological advancement does not erode the essential 
cultural values historically sustaining community cohesion. Strategic collaboration 
among established customary institutions, recognized religious authorities, and 
governmental regulatory agencies represents an absolute prerequisite for formulating 
responsive and culturally legitimate administrative regulations. Community-centered 
participatory methodologies demonstrate remarkable potential for enhancing 
regulatory effectiveness and long-term institutional sustainability within digitally 
mediated inheritance administration systems. The successful integration of digital 
tools requires careful attention to maintaining cultural authenticity while embracing 
technological efficiency to achieve the teleological objectives of maqāṣid al-sharī’ah 
(teleological objectives of Islamic law) and the principles of ‘urf (recognized social 
custom). 
 

Table 1. Socio-Legal Authority Reconfiguration in the Digital Era 

Dimension  Customary 
(Adat) Leaders 

Religious 
(Ulama) 
Scholars 

State 
Institutional 

Authority 

Digitally 
Literate 

Generations 
Typology 

of 
Authority 

Traditional/Ance
stral 

Jurisprudentia
l/Doctrinal 

Legal-
Rational/Statutory 

Networked/T
echnocratic 

Legitimacy 
Mechanis

m 

Communal 
Consensus 
(Mufakat) 

Ijtihād & 
Textual 

Expertise 

Constitutional & 
Regulatory 

Frameworks 

Technological 
Literacy & 

Digital 
Fluency 

Communic
ation 

Paradigm 

Synchronous 
Physical 
Deliberation 

Traditional 
Didactic 

Networks 

Formal 
Bureaucratic 

Channels 

Asynchronous 
Interactive 
Platforms 

Strategic 
Response 

Adaptive 
Preservation 

Interpretive 
Synthesis 

Administrative 
Digitalization 

Epistemologic
al Innovation 

 
Table 1 presents a comprehensive matrix analyzing the impact of digital 

transformation on normative authority structures within Minangkabau inheritance 
systems. The analytical matrix compares four distinct dimensions: authority typology, 
legitimacy mechanisms, communication paradigms, and strategic institutional 
responses. The initial segment identifies traditional customary (adat) leader authority, 
characterized by communal consensus (mufakat) and synchronous physical 
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deliberation (Inita Zahra et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). The subsequent section 
focuses on religious (‘ulamā’) scholarly authority grounded in jurisprudential 
expertise and traditional didactic networks (Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & 
Rahmi, 2024). The third dimension illustrates state institutional authority established 
through formal regulatory frameworks and bureaucratic communication. Finally, the 
matrix represents digitally literate younger generations whose authority derives from 
technological fluency and asynchronous interactive platforms (Doni & Hanani, 2025; 
Muslim Marpaung et al., 2025). This structured overview visualizes complex authority 
reconfiguration dynamics reshaping digital inheritance ecosystems. The matrix 
reveals the varying rates and strategies different authority sources utilize to adapt to 
digital environments (Hardiyansyah et al., 2024; Ion & Ciucă, 2025). This synthesis 
ensures that the integration of localized values with the teleological objectives of 
maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) maintains both cultural 
authenticity and doctrinal integrity. 

 

Contemporary Fiqh Synthesis for Gender Justice in Women’s Inheritance 

Comprehensive research findings demonstrate that contemporary 
jurisprudential synthesis grounded in teleological principles generates inclusive 
normative frameworks specifically designed to protect the inheritance rights of 
women. Through teleological interpretation methodologies, foundational objectives, 
encompassing wealth preservation and dignity protection, safeguard the economic 
autonomy and social standing of women within both ancestral communal property 
(harta pusaka tinggi) and individually acquired asset categories (harta pencarian). This 
systematic synthesis maintains a continuous critical dialogue with classical textual 
evidence while addressing contemporary social realities and evolving socioeconomic 
requirements (Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). This methodological approach facilitates a 
creative interpretation of traditional inheritance allocation formulas by thoroughly 
evaluating the substantial economic contributions, diverse social responsibilities, and 
specific contemporary necessities of women within modern communities (Doni & 
Hanani, 2025; Muslim Marpaung et al., 2025). Consequently, the resulting 
jurisprudential frameworks maintain exceptional theoretical relevance and direct 
practical applicability within everyday inheritance administration contexts. This 
synthesis produces legal mechanisms that achieve Islamic legitimacy and cultural 
appropriateness for contemporary Minangkabau society while aligning with the 
teleological objectives of maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) and 
the principles of ‘urf (recognized social custom). This refined approach ensures that 
the interpretation of inheritance remains responsive to the escalating complexity of 
modern social environments. 

Comprehensive interviews with female inheritance beneficiaries reveal that 
inclusive jurisprudential frameworks enhance perceived procedural equity and 
strengthen economic empowerment trajectories within local communities (Inita Zahra 
et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). For instance, women who historically received 
exclusively symbolic property allocations report an improved capacity to claim 
substantive rights over productive economic assets through teleological 
interpretations emphasizing distributive justice and substantive equity (Alhkarni & 
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Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). These documented lived experiences 
demonstrate that the ongoing normative transformation operates outside the sphere 
of theoretical academic discourse, generating tangible positive impacts on the daily 
socioeconomic realities of women within traditional societies (Doni & Hanani, 2025; 
Muslim Marpaung et al., 2025). The systematic economic empowerment of women 
through inclusive inheritance structures contributes to family welfare and broader 
community socioeconomic development (Inita Zahra et al., 2025). The profound social 
implications of this continuous normative evolution extend past narrow legal 
dimensions, encompassing interconnected economic, social, and cultural 
development trajectories that strengthen community resilience (Liza et al., 2026; 
Murshed et al., 2025). Women report increased confidence in asserting inheritance 
rights when frameworks explicitly recognize their contributions to family and 
community welfare (Saprina & Rahmi, 2024; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). This alignment 
with the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) and the principles 
of ‘urf (recognized social custom) ensures that the refinement of contemporary 
inheritance mechanisms remains both Islamically legitimate and culturally 
appropriate (Doni & Hanani, 2025). 

Comparative analysis of inheritance practices across diverse Minangkabau 
communities reveals substantial diversity in contemporary jurisprudential 
applications, influenced by localized socioeconomic variables including educational 
attainment, technological access, and the resilience of customary institutions (Inita 
Zahra et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). Analytical patterns indicate that teleological 
strategies produce more adaptive and equitable inheritance solutions than rigid 
formalist interpretations (Alhkarni & Yuriska, 2024; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). These 
empirical findings support the argument that sustained epistemological flexibility is 
essential for responding to the escalating complexity of contemporary social 
environments (Doni & Hanani, 2025; Muslim Marpaung et al., 2025). Divergences in 
jurisprudential application reflect adaptive social dynamics facilitating contextual and 
responsive normative integration across community structures. Consequently, the 
maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) framework offers evaluative 
mechanisms for developing equitable inheritance structures within transforming 
socioeconomic landscapes (Takwim et al., 2025). The diversity in application signifies 
the context-sensitive nature of successful normative integration rather than indicating 
systemic inconsistency or confusion. This approach ensures that the interpretation of 
‘urf (recognized social custom) remains grounded in the adat basandi syarak (custom 
based on sharia) principle while addressing modern equity demands. 
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Table 2. Contemporary Fiqh Synthesis for Gender Justice in Women’s Inheritance 

Analytical 
Dimension 

Maqāṣid al-
Sharī’ah 

Perspective 

‘Urf 
(Minangkabau 

Custom) 
Perspective 

Contemporary 
Jurisprudential 

Synthesis 

Practical 
Implications 

Philosophical 
Foundation 

Preservation of 
wealth (ḥifẓ al-
māl), dignity (ḥifẓ 
al-‘ird), and family 
continuity (ḥifẓ al-
nasl) 

Adat basandi 
syarak, communal 
solidarity, 
matrilineal 
responsibility 

Integration of 
Islamic legal 
objectives with 
legitimate 
customary 
practices 

Normative 
legitimacy 
balancing Islamic 
principles and 
local customs 

Women’s 
Legal Position 

Recognition of 
substantive justice 
and proportional 
rights 

Protection 
through harta 
pusaka tinggi and 
communal 
obligations 

Expansion of 
women’s legal 
capacity in 
inheritance 
administration 

Stronger 
procedural and 
distributive 
justice 

Inheritance 
Objects 

Individual 
property (harta 
pencarian) and 
inherited assets 

Communal 
ancestral 
property (harta 
pusaka tinggi) 

Differentiated 
legal treatment 
according to asset 
characteristics 

Adaptive 
inheritance 
mechanisms 

Legal Method Teleological 
interpretation 
(maqāṣid) 

Recognition of 
valid ‘urf 

Context-sensitive 
ijtihād integrating 
textual and social 
realities 

Flexible legal 
reasoning 

Decision-
Making 
Process 

Equity-oriented 
jurisprudence 

Deliberation 
(musyawarah) and 
customary 
consensus 

Collaborative legal 
interpretation 
between ulama and 
customary leaders 

Inclusive dispute 
resolution 

Women’s 
Socioeconomic 
Contribution 

Consideration of 
economic 
participation and 
family 
responsibility 

Recognition of 
women’s role in 
preserving 
communal assets 

Contemporary fiqh 
acknowledges 
actual 
socioeconomic 
contributions 

Women’s 
economic 
empowerment 

Institutional 
Actors 

Religious scholars 
and Islamic legal 
institutions 

Traditional 
leaders (ninik 
mamak) and 
customary 
councils 

Multi-level legal 
governance 
involving state, 
adat, and Islamic 
authorities 

Legal pluralism 

Contemporary 
Challenges 

Digital assets, 
technological 
change, gender 
equality 

Adaptation of 
customary 
mechanisms 

Dynamic 
interpretation 
responding to 
digital 
transformation 

Responsive 
inheritance 
administration 

Expected 
Outcomes 

Justice (al-‘adl), 
public benefit 
(maṣlaḥah), legal 
certainty 

Social harmony 
and preservation 
of adat 

Contemporary fiqh 
responsive to 
modern realities 

Sustainable 
gender justice 

Table 2 presents the contemporary jurisprudential synthesis formulated to 
promote gender equity within the administration of the inheritance rights of women. 
The matrix arranges nine analytical dimensions along the vertical axis and reads each 
of them across four columns: the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah perspective, the ‘urf perspective, 
the contemporary jurisprudential synthesis, and the practical implications. The first 
column sets out teleological jurisprudential principles, covering the preservation of 
wealth (ḥifẓ al-māl), dignity (ḥifẓ al-‘ird), and family continuity (ḥifẓ al-nasl) (Doni & 
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Hanani, 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). The second column records established 
customary mechanisms, among them communal deliberation (musyawarah), collective 
stewardship of harta pusaka tinggi, and the authority of ninik mamak (Alhkarni & 
Yuriska, 2024; Inita Zahra et al., 2025; Saprina & Rahmi, 2024). The third column 
identifies the synthesis that emerges when the two normative sources are read 
together, while the fourth column translates that synthesis into practical consequences 
ranging from stronger distributive justice to responsive inheritance administration 
under conditions of digital transformation (Hardiyansyah et al., 2024; Ion & Ciucă, 
2025; Irani et al., 2023). Read horizontally, every row demonstrates convergence rather 
than competition between the two normative sources on the dimension concerned. 
This integrative framework ensures that the refinement of inheritance mechanisms 
remains both Islamically legitimate and culturally appropriate for the contemporary 
Minangkabau community. 
 

DISCUSSION 

These research findings contribute to academic discourse by demonstrating that 
dialectical interactions between ‘urf (recognized social customs) and the maqāṣid al-
sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) generate normative frameworks 
responsive to gender equity requirements. This analytical approach maintains 
relevance for Minangkabau communities (Tanner, 1970; Nurdin, 2022) and global 
Muslim societies navigating legal pluralism and technological transformation 
(Alhusni et al., 2025; Tohari & Mujlipah, 2023). By positioning substantive equity as a 
primary evaluative principle, the proposed synthesis bridges conceptual gaps 
between classical theory and contemporary socioeconomic realities. The theoretical 
implications include the development of integration models acknowledging localized 
authority without compromising universal equity standards (Luhuringbudi et al., 
2025; Haider et al., 2025; Karimullah, 2023; Luhuringbudi, Liza, et al., 2025). This 
research provides analytical perspectives essential for evaluating legal transformation 
dynamics within pluralistic environments. The findings challenge dichotomies 
between tradition and modernity, illustrating that creative synthesis produces 
contextually appropriate legal solutions. 

The theoretical implications of this research encompass the systematic 
development of normative integration models that acknowledge localized authority 
structures while maintaining adherence to universal equity principles. The concept of 
‘urf (recognized social custom), interpreted as a legitimate social practice aligned with 
overarching jurisprudential goals, offers viable alternatives to dichotomies separating 
cultural tradition from modern legal requirements (Abdulai, 2022; Buckel et al., 2024; 
Rizki et al., 2022; Faizi & Ali, 2024; Kannike & Fahm, 2025; Liza et al., 2026; Melsen, 
2022; Phillips, 2023; Udir et al., 2025). This methodological approach aligns with 
contemporary interdisciplinary research trajectories within Islamic legal studies 
emphasizing the importance of thorough sociohistorical contextualization within 
normative interpretation processes (Asy’ari et al., 2026). The epistemological 
flexibility provided by teleological jurisprudential methodologies, specifically maqāṣid 
al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law), facilitates a creative reinterpretation 
of classical textual evidence by evaluating contemporary socioeconomic necessities 
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and cultural continuities (Abusaada & Elshater, 2026; Dersley, 2025; Lozny, 2025). 
Consequently, this investigation contributes to the development of sophisticated 
interdisciplinary methodologies designed to address complex intersections between 
customary law and Islamic legal studies. The theoretical framework remains 
adaptable to other contexts where customary and religious legal systems interact. 

From the perspective of comprehensive policy development, these research 
findings indicate the necessity for flexible regulatory frameworks designed to 
accommodate substantial variations in customary inheritance practices within 
national legal systems. The systematic integration of digital platforms within 
inheritance administration procedures, initiated by several regional governmental 
authorities (Hardiyansyah et al., 2024; Ion & Ciucă, 2025; Irani et al., 2023), expands 
through the deliberate incorporation of teleological jurisprudential principles to 
ensure substantive procedural equity (Chen et al., 2025; Kurniawansyah et al., 2026). 
Strategic collaboration among established customary authorities, recognized religious 
scholars, and governmental policymakers represents a prerequisite for formulating 
responsive and culturally legitimate regulatory frameworks (Luhuringbudi, Yahya 
Komarudin, et al., 2025; Mochammad Syafiuddin Shobirin & Mohammad Zakki, 2025; 
Sakapaji et al., 2024; Ramadhani et al., 2024). Community-centered participatory 
methodologies enhance regulatory legitimacy and long-term policy effectiveness 
across diverse socioeconomic environments (Bhanye, 2025; Parsons et al., 2025; 
Radtke, 2025). The practical implications derived from these findings maintain 
relevance for the development of progressive legal structures in Indonesia while 
offering applicable insights for broader global Muslim societal contexts. Policymakers 
balance standardization pressures with the recognition of legitimate local variations 
in inheritance practices through the application of maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological 
objectives of Islamic law) and ‘urf (recognized social custom). 

Primary implementation challenges regarding contemporary jurisprudential 
synthesis include significant resistance from conservative interpretive groups 
maintaining rigid formalist approaches toward classical textual evidence. 
Furthermore, persistent technological access disparities and legal literacy gaps within 
customary communities hinder the utilization of inclusive inheritance administration 
mechanisms (Gaitenidis, 2025; Hardiyansyah et al., 2024; Imiefoh & Dimowo, 2025). 
This research recommends systematic phased implementation strategies integrating 
targeted educational initiatives, strategic advocacy, and sustained community 
empowerment to address these barriers. Adaptive institutional strategies ensure that 
normative shifts achieve practical applicability within everyday inheritance contexts 
(Billi & Labraña, 2025; Galleli & Amaral, 2026; Lotrecchiano et al., 2026; Wang et al., 
2025). Consequently, community-centered participatory methodologies serve as 
essential mechanisms for ensuring the long-term sustainability and contextual 
relevance of the synthesis of ‘urf (recognized social custom) and maqāṣid al-sharī’ah 
(teleological objectives of Islamic law) across evolving socioeconomic environments. 
Overcoming resistance necessitates patient engagement with conservative 
stakeholders while demonstrating the substantive benefits of inclusive legal 
frameworks that remain grounded in the adat basandi syarak (custom based on sharia) 
principle. 
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Opportunities for advanced academic research include comparative 
investigations examining inheritance practices within other Indonesian customary 
societies and global Muslim regions undergoing parallel legal transformations. 
Systematic analysis concerning the long-term impacts of digital transformation on 
established normative authority structures is essential for elucidating the dynamics of 
legal change within traditional socioeconomic environments (Büchner, 2026; 
Dąbrowska et al., 2022). Participatory research methodologies, engaging local 
communities as active partners, possess the potential to enhance research relevance 
and scholarly sustainability (Kurniawansyah et al., 2026; Oetzel et al., 2022; Roque et 
al., 2022; Ul Hassan et al., 2025). Longitudinal investigations focusing on continuous 
normative evolution provide analytical insights into the adaptation and integration 
processes within dynamic legal ecosystems. Consequently, this research trajectory 
promises to enrich academic discourse regarding legal pluralism and social justice 
implementation across diverse cultural contexts. Future research should examine the 
evolution of digital inheritance practices over time and their interaction with changing 
gender norms. This scholarly direction ensures that the application of ‘urf (recognized 
social custom) remains aligned with the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of 
Islamic law) within the digital era. 

Ethical reflection throughout this research emphasizes the importance of 
maintaining respect for cultural autonomy and localized value systems within 
normative transformation processes. The proposed contemporary jurisprudential 
synthesis avoids the replacement of established customary or religious legal systems 
(Islam, 2025; Takwim et al., 2025), instead strengthening the fundamental legitimacy 
of both traditions through critical dialogue oriented toward the advancement of 
substantive equity. This foundational ethical principle aligns with academic 
commitments regarding intellectual originality, methodological integrity, and 
scholarly responsibility within knowledge production frameworks (Almusaed et al., 
2025a, 2025b). Consequently, this investigation contributes to academic discourse 
while providing practical analytical frameworks for developing inclusive and 
equitable legal administration systems. This ethical commitment establishes the 
groundwork necessary for producing meaningful and transformative knowledge 
within contemporary legal studies (Funtowicz & Ravetz, 2025; Parajuli, 2024; Sedwal, 
2024). The research model illustrates the capacity of scholarly inquiry to serve 
community needs while maintaining rigorous academic standards. This approach 
ensures that the integration of localized values with the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological 
objectives of Islamic law) and the principles of ‘urf (recognized social custom) remains 
grounded in the adat basandi syarak (custom based on sharia) framework to promote 
gender justice. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The findings of this investigation demonstrate that dialectical interactions 
among ‘urf (recognized social customs), the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives 
of Islamic law), and Minangkabau customary law generate contemporary 
jurisprudential frameworks inclusive of the inheritance rights of women. Normative 
integration grounded in substantive equity, prioritized over rigid legal formalism, 
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facilitates adaptation to digital transformation and legal pluralism without eroding 
the cultural values sustaining community cohesion. These empirical findings support 
the argument that sustained epistemological flexibility is indispensable for 
developing responsive legal mechanisms to address contemporary socioeconomic 
requirements (Inita Zahra et al., 2025; Haikal & Milhan, 2025). The practical 
implications involve the development of adaptive legal policies designed to navigate 
social complexity within pluralistic environments (Luhuringbudi, Liza, et al., 2025; 
Mochammad Syafiuddin Shobirin & Mohammad Zakki, 2025). This research 
establishes that tradition and innovation coexist productively when guided by 
principled flexibility and a commitment to substantive justice. Consequently, the 
synthesis of localized practices with universal Islamic legal objectives provides a 
robust template for progressive legal administration in the digital era. This approach 
ensures that the interpretation of inheritance remains grounded in the adat basandi 
syarak (custom based on sharia) framework while responding to modern equity 
demands. 

The practical implications derived from this research encompass strategic 
recommendations for governmental policymakers to formulate regulatory 
frameworks accommodating substantial variations in customary inheritance practices 
within national legal systems. These frameworks integrate teleological principles, 
specifically the maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law), to ensure 
substantive justice across all implementation phases. Strategic collaboration among 
established customary institutions, recognized religious authorities, and 
governmental regulatory agencies represents a prerequisite for ensuring that 
normative transitions strengthen gender equity and enhance the economic 
empowerment trajectories of women (Luhuringbudi, Yahya Komarudin, et al., 2025; 
Ramadhani et al., 2024). Community-centered participatory methodologies involving 
local populations facilitate the enhancement of regulatory legitimacy and long-term 
implementation effectiveness (Bhanye, 2025; Parsons et al., 2025). Consequently, this 
investigation contributes to academic discourse by providing actionable analytical 
frameworks essential for developing progressive legal administration systems within 
pluralistic societies (Luhuringbudi et al., 2025; Karimullah, 2023). These findings offer 
guidance for balancing standardization with a respect for legitimate local variations 
in inheritance practices, ensuring that the interpretation of ‘urf (recognized social 
custom) remains grounded in the adat basandi syarak (custom based on sharia) 
principle. 

This investigation contributes to the development of interdisciplinary 
methodologies within customary law and Islamic legal studies through the 
integration of legal anthropology, sociological analysis, and classical jurisprudential 
methodology. The analytical framework developed throughout this study maintains 
adaptability for application across similar scholarly investigations within diverse 
cultural contexts, enriching academic discourse regarding legal pluralism and the 
implementation of social justice. Sustained academic commitment to intellectual 
originality, methodological integrity, and scholarly responsibility establishes the 
foundational framework necessary for producing meaningful and transformative 
knowledge. Consequently, this research offers scholarly contributions for a legal 
science responsive to rapid social and technological transformation across global 
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contexts. The research model provides a template for future studies examining the 
interactions among customary, religious, and state legal systems in digitally mediated 
environments. This approach ensures that the application of ‘urf (recognized social 
custom) and maqāṣid al-sharī’ah (teleological objectives of Islamic law) remains 
ethically grounded and academically rigorous within the adat basandi syarak (custom 
based on sharia) framework. 
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